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1 Introduction

In RAN3, the "Iub transport bearer re-arrangement" WI and the "SRNC - Node B Direct Transport Bearer" SI are currently being studied in parallel. This contribution is an attempt at outlining the issues when mixing both features.

2 Node B Needs for Iub transport bearer re-arrangement and consequences

Some of the needs of a Node B for such a feature are described in TR 25.880. One of them is that due to the resource fragmentation in the Node B, it is interesting to be able to re-arrange the way the resources are being allocated to different UE contexts/transport bearers to perform load balancing, prepare for incoming requests…

This is true whether the transport bearer is from the DRNC to the Node B or directly from the SRNC to the Node B: since these are Node B needs, they still exist.

Up to now, the SRNC – Node B Direct Transport Bearer was presented as a "DRNC feature" completely transparent to the Node B. However, this is not true: if such a feature is implemented, the Node B does not have the possibility to re-arrange the transport bearers as no such mechanism exist over the Iur.

Thus introducing the SRNC – Node B Direct Transport Bearers as a UTRAN feature will necessitate the introduction over Iur of mechanisms similar to those present over Iub for the re-arrangement of Node B terminating transport bearers.

3 Conclusion

It is proposed to:

· Rename the "Iub transport bearer re-arrangement" WI in "Node B terminating transport bearer re-arrangement". This should allow to foresee the introduction of SRNC – Node B Direct Transport Bearers.

· Introduce the section 2 in the TR 25.883 in the Study Area under the title: "Interaction with the "Iub transport bearer re-arrangement" WI.
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